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South Dakota Chess Association
August 1, 1950

The 1950 state chess tournament was conducted April 21 and 22 at the
Hospitality Room of the Montana-Dakota Utilities Company in Rapid
City. A five round Swiss System meeting was the basis of play, and
at the conclusion a new champion, Don Emigh of Pierre, was crowned,
Emigh nosed out M, H. Semrau, Ranid City, and B. W. Holmes, Siowx
Falls, defending champion, by one~half point. Here 1s the tabulation:

Won Drew Lost Po&gts Rating

1. Don Emigh, Plerre 1 0 ; 12,50
3. Bi Wi Holmes, Sloux Falls vy 0 1 L 8.50
4, Bertin Goddard, Hot Springs 3 1 1 3% 9.50
5- M., F. Anderson, Rapid City 2 2 1 3 7¢OO
6. Dr. Geo. D. Shaw, Tripp 3 0 2 3 3,00
7. C. R. Stearns, Ranid City 2 1 2 ok 3,25
8. Irving White, Tripp 2 1 2 2% 3,25
9. 0, H. ®llison, Ranid Cilty 2 0 3 2 3.50
10, E. N. Welling, Rapid City 2 ¢ 3 2 1.00
11. A. W, Abel, Esmond 1 0 Iy 1 1.00
12, br. Leo Dobler, Redfield 1 0 L 1 0.00
13. H. A, Sullivan, Ravnid City 1 0 3 1 0.00
1%. K. B, Althoff, Rapid City’ O 0 & 0 - 0,00

Round 1:The feature match of the opening round was the 44 hour battle
which Semrau won from White. The other favorites came through as ex-
pected -~ Anderson defeating Abel, Emigh downing Welling, Goddard
winning from Ellison, Holmes defeating Sullivan, Shaw beatlng Althoff,
and Stearns scoring over Dobler.
«  Round 2:Semrau again furnished the excitement by nroduclng a pretty
win over Holmes. Emigh defeated Stsarns' French Defense with the
Alekhine-Chatard Attack. Shaw mated Dobler in 13 moves. Goddard and
Anderson drew. REllison scored over Sullivan, Welling won from Althoff,
and White beat Abel.

Round 3:Goddard won a kXing and pawn ending from Semrau. Holmes went
into an unsound combination with Stearns, and narrowly escaped his
sacond loss, but managed to save the polnt. BEmigh went into the lead
with hig third win when Shaw exchanged pieces too soon in a drawn end-
inf, and found his king too far from the scene of battle. Anderson
smashed Welling in thirty minutes. Ellison won from White, Abel de-
feated Dobler, and Althoff defaulted to Sullivan.
Round L4:Emigh and Andersen drew in a fighting 34 hour draw, one of the
best games of the tournament. Goddard pulled into a tie for first
place by defeating Shaw. Holmes scored a revenge win over Ellison, and
Semrau had little trouble with Abel. Stearns again threw away a mater-
ial advantage, thls time against White, and finally drew against a
rggﬁ'?fpawn. Welling beat Sullivan and Dobler scored by default over
A off.
Round S5:Emigh and Goddard went intc the ending with a bishop and four
pawns aplece, and Emigh proved himself the better endgame player to take
the title. Semrau scored easily over Ellison. Anderson was too aggres-
sive and lost to Holmes., Shaw beat Welling, Stearns won from Abel, and
White scored over Dobler. Sullivan and Althoff defaulted.
A rapid transit tournament, held the evening of the 20th after the bus-
iness meeting, was won by Stearns with 5 wins, 1 loss, and 17 rating
peints. White also had a 5-1 score, but only 1k rating points to take
second. Others competing were Holmes 4-2 and 14, R, B. Denu %-2, 12,
Sullivan 3-3, 8, Welling 3-3, 6, Shaw 3-3,5, Semrau 3-3, %, Ellison 3-3,
3, Dobler 2-4, 1, Abel 1-5,0, and H. N, Stevens 0-6, O.
Dr. Shaw was selected as president for the ensuing year, and Arderson
was renamed secretary-treasurer. o
* k k ok %
In addition to takine the state title across the board, Don Emigh is the
aprarent victor in the state postal chess tournament which started last
autumn. Complete results should be available for the next bulletin.
Shall we_have another postal tournament? The Correspondence Chkss Lea-
gue of America conducts the official national postal tournament, heg-
inning in September of each year, and if eight or more indicate a desire
to play in this, we can hold our state tournament as a first round in
this tournament. The winner would be elipible for the second round of
the CCLA tournament. Entry fee %1 to CCLA members, $1.50 to others.
“If you are interested in thils please notify M. F. Anderson, Box 1466,
Rapid City, before August 15, so that arrangements can be completed with

'



the CCILA.

* ok ok ok K
Does anyone have any suggestions regarding the conduct of future state
crosshoard tournaments?

As a start of a discussion, here 1s a plan proposed for the Cleveland
City Chzss Tournament,

Wrherm should be twn types of tourneys. One a 10 man Championship
Round Robin commoged of players who have gualified in previous years
tournaments. simultaneously, a Candidates Tournam=nt should be held

to see who would qualify for the Championship Tourney, The last two
rated players in ths Championship Tourney would be taken out and placed
in the Candidates sectlon, and conversely the highest two of the Candi-
dates Tourney would be eligible to compete in the Championship section."
Under this plan, as adapted for South Dakota use, only the high men
from the 1950 tournament (for instance) could compete for the 1951
title. Howevar, all other entrias In 1951 would play in a candidates
saction, and the high two J{or other number) would raplace the low two
(or other numher) from the championship saction in the list of those
eligible for the 1952 title olay. After the first year, a player would
have to attend two successive meatings to win the state title. Of
course, we could vary from ten in the top class. Six would allow a
round robin to be played off in two days.

Sema other thoughts that have been suggested are (1) one long game can
ereate n lot of delay in a Swiss System tournament; (2) a two day or
possibly a three day tournamant will attract the widest entry list;

(3) not more than three games per day should be scheduled; (4) region-
al gqualifying tournaments are a possibility; (5) the more players we
have at stats tournaments, the more chess interest in the state.

While you are wrilting to the secretary on the above subject, also let
him know your ideas as to the time and place for the 1951 tourney. S0
far wa have no bids, although Rapid City is very happy to entertain the

mzeting at any time.
* ok k ok k

Probably tho wost game of the 1950 stato tournament was tho following,
between H. W, Holmes, White, and M. H. Semrau, Black.

1 P-Ki, P-QB4; 2 N-KB3, N-QB3j 3 P-Ql, PxPj 4+ NxP, N-KB3; 5 N-QB3,P-Q3;
6B-ON5 (the 3 is misplaced here. B-K2 1is most usual), B=-Q23; 7 0-0,
pP-KN33; 8 B-K3, B-N2; 9 P-B4+, 0-0; 10 BxN, BxB; 11 NxB, PxNj 12 Q-B3,
N=-(23 13 QR-Q, BxNj 14+ pxB, P-B3; 15 pP~KRlF, R=-B23; 16 P-N4+, P=-R33 17 Q-N3,
Q-Ri; 18 P~BS (Holmeg gays thig 1ls the wrong pawn to pushi, P=Nl
19 PxP, RPxP; 20 R-B2, R-RZj 21 R=-R2, RxRj; 22 OxR, K-N2j 23 Q-R5, N-K4&
(not R-Rj 24 (=Néch, K-Bj; 25 B=qh, PB4y 26 BxP!i; 24 Q-R3, R-R}
25 Q-N2, R-R5; 26 K-B, RxP; 27 Q=-Q2, RxPj 28 BxP (about all he can hope
for now is a perpatuai check), Q-Nichj 29 P-B4 (White's King cannot go
to B2 while Black's Jueen is on her fourth rank, because of the Knight
check, so he draws the Queen to the fifth rank), QxPchs 30 K-Bz2, Q-Blch
(but White has only two squares for his King, while Black has checks
from thrae squares. BSemrau demonstrates that three times two 1s six,
and in six moves eliminates all defense.); 31 K-B, g-N4chy 32 P~BY,
nxPch; 33 K-B2, Q-B4ch; 34 K-B Q-Nich; 35 K-B2 (he has run out of
pawns to interpose), N-N5chj 3é K-B3, QxPch; 37 B-Bl4, P-K4; 38 Resigns.
Semrau's combination is simple when you see it, but how many of us woald
have seen 1t?

* ok ok kM
Don't forget that the dues in the South Dakota Chess Assoclation are
sti11 two dollars a year. Promotion of chass in the state deserves
that much from you.
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